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people who have ALS, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, Alzheimer’s—we would be closer 
to saying hope is there because we are 
doing the research and we are going to 
find the cures. It will not happen un-
less and until we get over that Presi-
dential proclamation of August 9, 2001. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 

first, I want to say to our friend from 
Iowa how much we appreciate his dili-
gence in promoting better health in 
this country, and more opportunities 
for all Americans. I think, for instance, 
of his work on the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. Because of that bill, peo-
ple who have a disability and weren’t 
able to get around as easily as some 
others, now have access to so many 
more places. We are so grateful to the 
Senator from Iowa for his work on that 
landmark legislation. 

f 

LIBYA 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 
today the Bush administration is tak-
ing an action that is almost incompre-
hensible. Frankly, it is outrageous, 
when you think about it. The adminis-
tration is removing Libya from the 
State Department’s list of state spon-
sors of terror even though Muammar 
Qadhafi has not fulfilled his commit-
ments to the American victims of Lib-
yan terror. Even though Qadhafi is not 
keeping his promise to Americans who 
lost loved ones when agents of his gov-
ernment bombed Pan Am flight 103, the 
administration is going to give Libya 
full diplomatic privileges. 

The President is taking this action 
even though this Senate recently 
passed my resolution which said that 
diplomatic credentials should not be 
given to Libya until Qadhafi provides 
all of the restitution promised to the 
families of the victims of the Pan Am 
Flight 103 bombing and other acts of 
terror supported by Libya. I know a lot 
of those families, families from New 
Jersey and in the area generally, who 
lost loved ones on that flight. Many of 
the victims were young college stu-
dents from Syracuse University. I have 
a nephew who went there. He was to 
take that trip but at the last minute 
had to change his plans. He lost several 
very good friends. 

I have been to Lockerbie, Scotland, 
and know too well what happened that 
fateful day when 270 people were killed, 
with the airplane and human remains 
falling onto that beautiful little com-
munity, Lockerbie, in Scotland. I have 
seen the remnants, the souvenirs that 
the victims had bought on that trip 
that was during the Christmas period. I 
saw Mickey Mouse hats and things 
that college kids enjoy. Even bottles of 
wine that survived were then put in a 
warehouse of things that were col-
lected on the ground but could not be 
assigned to any single family because 
they didn’t have any sort of identifica-
tion attached to them. 

It was a sad moment for mankind, for 
sanity in our world. Libya ultimately 
was convicted of providing the re-
sources for those terrorists who 
brought that airplane down. Libya has 
not paid all of the claims that were 
awarded to the families of the victims; 
Libya has not paid the last installment 
of compensation due as a condition of 
being removed from the list of state 
sponsors of terror. That was the agree-
ment. That was the understanding. 

No matter how many years pass, 
these families will never forget their 
loss, their grief; neither will anyone 
who knows these families, who knows 
the pain visited upon these people 
when they heard that their son or 
daughter was killed in the downing of 
that airplane. 

If Libya has indeed renounced ter-
rorism, that is great news, as is the 
fact that Libya, which was thought to 
be engaged in the development of weap-
ons of mass destruction, has agreed to 
stop that pursuit. Still, the Libyan 
government has an obligation it agreed 
to meet so that it could rejoin the com-
munity of nations, to achieve a level of 
acceptance around the world. Their 
past behavior cannot be excused. They 
murdered Americans and they must be 
held fully accountable. 

Today, the Bush administration has 
rejected accountability for Libya. 
Today, the administration has put 
other interests ahead of the interests 
of the American victims of terrorism. 
What are those interests that prevailed 
in the end? We will let the investiga-
tive journals figure that one out. 

But when leaders of our country say 
‘‘we must never forget the lessons’’ of 
acts of terrorism, I think they should 
mean it. Libya should fulfill its prom-
ise, its commitment to the families of 
the victims of Pan Am 103 and not let 
that commitment be forgotten because 
part of it has been fulfilled but not all 
of it. We must not forget that Libya 
has failed to comply entirely with the 
basic promise to those families. 

We urge the President and the ad-
ministration to hold fast and insist 
that Libya pay its bills. The money 
will never compensate these families 
for the loss of their child, brother or 
sister, father or mother—never. But at 
least it shows that Libya is serious 
about honoring it commitments, some-
thing that is essential before it can 
achieve anything approximating the 
status of nations that follow the rule of 
law. So we must insist on that. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is now closed. 

f 

COAST GUARD AND MARITIME 
TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 2006— 
CONFERENCE REPORT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to the order of June 22, 2006, the Senate 

receives a message from the House. The 
House concurs in S. Con. Res. 103, and 
having received the conference report 
on H.R. 889 from the House, the con-
ference report is agreed to and the mo-
tion to reconsider is laid upon the 
table. 

(The conference report is printed in 
the House proceedings of the RECORD 
on April 6, 2006.) 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF HENRY M. 
PAULSON, JR., TO BE SEC-
RETARY OF THE TREASURY 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination, which 
the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Henry M. Paulson, 
Jr., of New York, to be Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
hope before the day is out that we are 
able to help a very good American cit-
izen by the name of Henry Paulson to 
be the next Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. Paulson had his hearing yesterday. 
That was before the Finance Com-
mittee that I chair. He was reported 
out on a unanimous voice vote this 
very morning in the Finance Com-
mittee. 

Since the Treasury Secretary is the 
top economic policy official in the ad-
ministration, and the Treasury Depart-
ment implements so many of our Na-
tion’s laws—be it tax, trade, or com-
merce—we have a tradition in the Sen-
ate of moving with all deliberate speed 
on nominations to fill that post. 

That tradition has held no matter 
which party controlled the White 
House or the Congress. I have moved 
aggressively on this nomination, but 
the timeline is consistent with past 
Treasury Secretary nominations. 

Just as an example, everybody re-
members Secretary Rubin in the Clin-
ton administration. That timeline is 
something like: The Senate receives 
his nomination January 4, 1995. That 
was the first day of the session that 
year. The official ethics-related paper-
work was received on January 5 of 1995. 
The Finance Committee staff expedited 
review of the complicated financial de-
tails of Secretary Rubin, also a senior 
official at Goldman Sachs—Henry 
Paulson being the CEO of that same 
firm. The Finance Committee held a 
hearing 5 days later, on January 10, 
1995. On that same day, the committee 
reported Secretary Rubin’s nomina-
tion. On that same day, the full Senate 
confirmed Mr. Rubin, and he was sworn 
in as Treasury Secretary. 

So we are moving with a similarly 
aggressive schedule. I appreciate the 
cooperation of Members on what I will 
acknowledge is relatively short notice. 
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